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September 15, 1922. 2258 

Malaria incidence {monthly rales) per 1,000 employees of the Panama Canal. 
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HEALTH OFFICER LIABLE FOR INCONSIDERATE TREATMENT 
OF PATIENT REMOVED TO ISOLATION HOSPITAL. 

The Supreme Court of Kansas has recently affirmed a judgment for 
actual and punitive damages against a local health officer for inhuman 
and inconsiderate treatment of a patient quarantined in an isolation 
hospital. 1 The patient brought an action for damages against the 
health officer, charging that official with gross and wanton negligence 
and carelessness in the performance of his duties. The supreme court 
in its opinion stated as follows : 

A health officer, while required to obey his lawful orders and perform his official 
duty, is never excused for wanton conduct and inhuman treatment to patients suffer- 
ing from serious illness, * * *. 

* * * Of course, in removing her he [the health officer] was acting in a govern- 
mental capacity, but persons who act in that capacity are required to treat other 
human beings in a reasonably humane and considerate manner. The law no less than 
humanity requires humane and decent treatment of those who must be segregated 
from their usual conveniences and friends, and whoever acts with utter disregard of 
this requirement renders himself liable. * * *. 

DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED SEPTEMBER 2, 1922. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week ended September 2, 1922, and corresponding ■week 1921. (From the Weekly Health 
Index, September 6, 1922, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresoonding 
Sopt. 2, 1922. wec'k 1921. 

Policies in force 50,246,953 46,081,835 

Number of death claims 7,043 6,270 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 7.3 7. 1 

1 Moody v. Wickersham, 207 Pac. 847. 



